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The IMO Net-Zero Framework

World’s first regulatory 
framework to combine 
mandatory GHG emissions 
limits and GHG pricing across 
an entire industry sector

Mandatory for all ships 
> 5,000 tons from 2028 (~85% 
of emissions) 

Clear demand signal 
providing regulatory certainty 
for industry and fuel providers

Rewarding first-movers and 
supporting developing States

Amendments to be adopted in 
October 2025 – entry into 
force: 1 March 2027

Approved by MEPC 83 – April 2025
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Illustration of the IMO Net-Zero Framework
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Rewards for zero or near-zero GHG 

emission technologies, fuels and/or 

energy sources (ZNZs)

Tier 2 compliance options:
- SUs transferred from other ships

- SUs banked from previous reporting periods
- Purchase Tier 2 (US$380 / tCO2eq) Remedial 

Units (RUs)

Tier 1 compliance option:

- Purchase Tier 1 RUs 
(US$100 / tCO2eq)
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Work ahead: NZF implementing provisions 
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Substantial further work on 
implementing provisions and 
mechanisms ahead of entry-
into-force, including on:

• Calculating GFI
• Determining price of 

'remedial units'
• Defining the 'reward' 
• Defining 'ZNZs'
• Determining Well-to-tank and 

Tank-to-wake emission 
factors for fuels/technologies

• Development of IMO's fuel 
certification framework

• Set-up IMO GFI Registry and 
IMO Net-Zero Fund

• Assessment of possible 
impacts on food security

Indicative Work Plan to prepare for the entry into force of the NZF
Document MEPC/ES.2/3 (Secretariat)



• MEPC/ES:  14-17 October 2025

• ISWG-GHG 20:          20-24 October 2025

• ISWG-GHG 21:               20-24 April 2026 (prov.)

• [London Marathon:   26 April 2026]

• MEPC 84:        27 April – 1 May 2026 (prov.)

• MEPC 85:           16-20 November 2026 (prov.)
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Next steps

https://futurefuels.imo.org/

https://2026tcslondonmarathon.enthuse.com/pf/team-imo
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